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are said to be the chariots of the devils, and the
natives believe that the evil ones enjoy through the
agency of the dust-storm the sensation of motion.
Every Friday night the people of Tinnevelly
indulge in a devil-dance. The dancing is not
restricted to ascetics or men connected with temple
worship. The devil may "possess" any agri-
culturist or toddy-drawer of the Shanar caste.
Demons are believed to take up their residence
in palmyra trees, the leaves of which have never
been cut for toddy-drawing. Probably certain
palms are left untouched so that the devils may
not be wandering at large without a habitation.
These evil spirits are supposed to be the ghosts of
human beings, not elementals; in this respect they
differ from the spirits worshipped in village temples
and under the trees in North Tinnevelly.
The Shanars are very jealous of allowing their
dances to be seen by strangers, the reason being
that the afflatus will not rest on the dancer except
in the presence of true believers.
Some years ago the curiosity of two English
boys, the sons of an old missionary, was roused by
what they had heard, and they determined to see one
of these orgies. They hid themselves in an ancient
banyan tree, under which a dance was to take place